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Executive Summary

One initial observation that was made regarding the study 
area is the disconnect between the historical pace and pattern 
of growth of the surrounding region and the size of the Urban 
Growth Boundary.  This boundary seems to encompass too large 
of an area to be developed according to conservative growth 
projections over the near horizon.  If planned and developed in 
an effi  cient manner this land mass could conceivably satisfy the 
growth of region for at least another century  based on historical 
trends. 

An oversized boundary will likely have unintentional adverse 
aff ects including fragmented development patterns of low 
densities and intensities.  

These fi ndings are remarkably similar to the conclusions that we 
recently came to during the Chestertown project.  
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Our preliminary recommendations are that:

1. This boundary should not be extended until absolutely 
necessary once all land inside the boundary is effi  ciently utilized, 
recognizing that this may take generations to accomplish.  Ideally 
this boundary should be reduced, or phased in such a manner to 
more closely follow demand trends.   

2. The City should consider utilizing tangible natural features to 
create an inner boundary rather than artifi cial lines found only on 
maps.  This proposed inner boundary could serve as the primary 
area of development, while the outer ring could become a reserve 
for future development.  Outside of this boundary should be 
preserved lands.  Note how the Growth Boundary below does not 
seem to take natural and topographic features into consideration. 
By locating boundaries along thoroughfares it later encourages 
development on the opposite side of the road and thus creates 
potential pressure to expand the boundary by its very location.  
Boundaries should ideally be drawn along natural topographic 
features or rear alleys or lanes.

Initial Observations Regarding the Study Area

Potential Regional Center Potential Neighborhood Center Potential Rural Hamlet
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Description: 
John’s Island is a barrier island that is just south of the historic core of Charleston, SC. The island is experiencing 
growth pressures and the task was to provide for new development to come in the form of compact villages instead of 
the suburban sprawl. Fisher Town Design was the SmartCode specialist for TPUDC. Fisher Town Design analyzed 
the existing conditions in the island, assisted in the public workshops, the calibration of the SmartCode and the 
design of the village at Maybank Hwy. and Bohicket Rd.

Charrette Plan of  the Bohicket Rd. and Maybank Hwy Village

Image of  planned SmartCode T4 Zone for John’s Island Picturesaue Street in Charleston 

Location:  Charleston, SC

Type:            John’s Island SmartCode & Sector Plan
Charrette:  2008. FTD was the SmartCode   
  consultant to Town Planning  Urban  
  Design Collaborative
Status:  Approvals pending
Project Size:  72 square miles
Contact:  Joshua Martin, Planning Director Emeritus
  (843) 247.2057   
  Brian Wright, TPUDC Founding Principal
  (877) 777-3387
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